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INTRODUCTION

EACH NEIGHBORHOOD WITHIN THIS GREAT CITY HAS ITS OWN UNIQUE CHARACTER. EACH
IS SUSTAINED BY A WIDE VARIETY OF CITIZENS AND ACTION GROUPS THAT ARE COMMITTED
TO ITS ONGOING REVITALIZATION. THE STRENGTH AND FORTITUDE OF BEDFORD-
STUYVESANT RESTS ON THE SHOULDERS OF HUNDREDS OF CITIZENS WHO HAVE BEEN
ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN THE LIFEBLOOD OF THIS COMMUNITY WITH A TENACITY THAT NEVER
WAVERED. SMALL BUSINESSES, A VIABLE PUBLIC EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM, A LARGE HOME
OWNERSHIP BASIS, AND STRONG CIVIC INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS BLOCK ASSOCIATIONS AND
VOLUNTEER GROUPS HAVE BEEN THE BACKBONE OF ONGOING DEVELOPMENT.

FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS, COMMUNITY BOARD 3 HAS BEEN THE LINCHPIN OF
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE BORDERS OF ITS DISTRICT. OUR MEMBERS HAVE GIVEN
TIRELESSLY OF THEIR TIME AND SKILLS TO REPRESENT OUR NEIGHBORS. WE ARE JUSTLY
PROUD OF THE STRONG PARTICIPATION OF OUR RESIDENTS IN THE COMMUNITY BOARD
PROCESS, AS STIPULATED IN THE CITY CHARTER. EACH MONTH, OUR PUBLIC MEETINGS
ARE PACKED WITH OVER ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE. THEY COME
FROM ALL SECTIONS OF THE DISTRICT, AND REPRESENT A BROAD CROSS SECTION OF
CULTURES, ETHNIC GROUPS, BUSINESSES, AND FAITH-BASED INSTITUTIONS. THEIR VOICES
IN SUCH ISSUES AS LAND USE, HOUSING, AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES IS A MODEL OF THE
“TOWN HALL MEETING” APPROACH TO GOVERNANCE.



THE COMMITTEES THAT FUNCTION DURING THE YEAR ARE FULLY INVOLVED IN THE
CONCERNS OF THE COMMUNITY. THERE IS STRONG PARTICIPATION FROM CITIZEN MEMBERS
WHO JOIN THESE COMMITTEES AND REMAIN TO BE PART OF THE DECISION-MAKING
PROCESS. CLEAR OBJECTIVES SET THE COURSE FOR EACH WORKING GROUP, AND
OUTCOMES ARE BASED ON PROGRESS IN THOSE AREAS. WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO
ESTABLISH A ROADMAP THAT LINKS COMPLAINTS TO THE LEVEL OF SERVICE DELIVERY, AND
WE ARE WORKING TO STRENGTHEN THOSE CONNECTIONS WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN
AUTOMATED COMPLAINT SYSTEM THAT TAKES FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE 311 SYSTEM. IN
THAT WAY, WE ARE DEMONSTRATING TO OUR NEIGHBORS THAT OUR CITY’S MUNICIPAL
SERVICES ARE WILLING AND ABLE TO RESPOND TO THEIR NEEDS. DESPITE BUDGET
CONSTRAINTS, OUR OFFICE STAFF HAS BEEN OUR PUBLIC FACE, ANSWERING THE
HUNDREDS OF QUESTIONS AND HANDLING THE CONCERNS THAT SPAN SO MANY OF THE
DAY-TO-DAY QUALITY OF LIFE ISSUES.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THOSE REPRESENTATIVES FROM CITY AGENCIES WHO HAVE
PROVEN TO BE ACTIVE PARTNERS IN THE DELIVERY OF SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC. AS WE
MOVE FORWARD WITH PROJECTS SUCH AS THE REZONING OF THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING ALONG THE FULTON STREET CORRIDOR,
WE ARE MINDFUL OF THE IMPORTANCE OF GENUINE COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS. YES, THERE
ARE GREAT CONCERNS IN OUR DISTRICT:

 WE ARE STILL THE EPICENTER OF DISASTROUS HEALTH ISSUES SUCH AS HIV/AIDS,
ASTHMA, AND OBESITY

* OUR HISTORICALLY FIRM HOMEOWNERSHIP BASE HAS BEEN UNDERMINED BY
VICIOUS PREDATORY LENDING SCHEMES AND THE LOOMING WATER AND PROPERTY
TAX LIEN SYSTEM

e THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM HAS UNDERGONE SO MANY CHANGES THAT IT IS
DIFFICULT FOR PARENTS AND COMMUNITY TO UNDERSTAND THE PROCESSES THAT
ARE NOW GOVERNING OUR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION

e EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES ARE AT A PREMIUM, EXACERBATED BY A LACK OF
ACCESS TO WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

* OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE GROWTH OF SMALL BUSINESSES HAS DIMINISHED

* OUR YOUNG PEOPLE AND RESIDENTS ARE MENACED BY THE RISE IN GANG CULTURE
AND THE PROLIFERATION OF GUNS THAT ARE READILY AVAILABLE IN OUR PUBLIC
HOUSING COMPLEXES

* [INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES SUCH AS THE CONSTRUCTION OF
THE SANITATION GARAGE AND LARGE NUMBER OF STREETS THAT REQUIRE
VARYING LEVELS OF ATTENTION ARE PUT OFF FOR YEARS IN THE NAME OF FISCAL
ACCOUNTABILITY

PERSISTENT PROGRESS WITHIN COMMUNITY DISTRICT 3 DID NOT JUST START. WE HAVE
HAD AN EXTRAORDINARY BROAD BASE OF RESIDENTS AND GROUPS THAT HAVE MADE
CERTAIN THAT BEDFORD-STUYVESANT CONTINUES TO THRIVE. IT IS AGAINST THIS LONG
ARC OF PROGRESS THAT THIS YEAR’S DISTRICT NEEDS STATEMENT IS PRESENTED.



ARTS & CULTURE

ALTHOUGH THE BROOKLYN CHILDREN'S MUSEUM IS NOT WITHIN THE BORDERS OF
COMMUNITY DISTRICT 3, WE APPLAUD THE OPENING OF THEIR BRAND NEW SPACE. THE
MUSEUM IS A PRIME EXAMPLE OF THE NEED TO PROMOTE CULTURAL RESOURCES ACROSS
BARRIERS SUCH AS COMMUNITY DISTRICT LINES; PARTICULARLY SINCE LONG-TERM FUNDING
HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS THAT COVER MORE THAN ONE DISTRICT.
FUNDING SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO FIND MORE CREATIVE WAYS OF ADVERTISING
THE WONDERFUL PROGRAMS OFFERED BY SUCH INSTITUTIONS AS THE BROOKLYN MUSEUM,
THE JEWISH CHILDREN’S MUSEUM, MOCADA, AND THE WEEKSVILLE HERITAGE CENTER.
FAMILIES IN OUR PUBLIC HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS, SCHOOLS, AND OUR LARGE NUMBER OF
FAITH-BASED INSTITUTIONS SHOULD BE PART OF A SUSTAINED CAMPAIGN TO WELCOME
THEM TO THESE CULTURAL FACILITIES.

ANOTHER AREA WHICH WE HAVE HIGHLIGHTED IN EARLIER EDITIONS OF OUR NEEDS
STATEMENT IS THE CRITICAL LACK OF ARTS IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. ALTHOUGH PARENT
GROUPS AND EDUCATORS ARE WORKING TO RAISE FUNDS FOR MUSIC AND OTHER
PROGRAMS, THIS BECOMES A DIFFICULT UNDERTAKING WITHOUT SUPPORT FROM MUNICIPAL
AGENCIES. THE NOEL POINTER FOUNDATION IS OPERATING IN SEVERAL SCHOOLS, AND
THE ENHANCED ADDITION OF VIOLIN CLASSES HAS BEEN OF GREAT BENEFIT TO THE
CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES. IN OUR LAST TWO BUDGET PRIORITIES RESPONSES WE
WERE ADVISED THAT FUNDS FOR THE ARTS NOW REST WITHIN THE BUDGETARY DECISIONS
MADE BY EACH SCHOOL. HOWEVER, WITH ROUNDS OF BUDGET CUTS EACH YEAR,
ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS MUST UNDERSTANDABLY GO TO THE BOTTOM OF THE LIST.

WE, AGAIN, ADVOCATE FOR MORE FUNDING FOR ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS THAT ARE PART
OF BEDFORD-STUYVESANT’'S UNIQUE CULTURAL LEGACY. THE CENTRAL BROOKLYN JAZZ
FESTIVAL AND THE FULTON ART FAIR ARE TWO EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES THAT ROUTINELY
RECEIVE SUPPORT FROM THE CITY COUNCIL, BUT WE LOOK FORWARD TO INCREASED
FUNDING AS DEMANDS INCREASE WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.

OUR ARTISTIC COMMUNITY ATTEMPTS TO WORK WITH THE YOUTH TO ENHANCE THEIR
APPRECIATION FOR THE WORLD OF CULTURE AND ARTS. THERE IS SUCH A GREAT NEED
FOR FUNDING TO THE DIFFERENT FOUNDATIONS TO EXPAND SOME OF THE EXISTING
PROGRAMS. MANY, IF NOT ALL OF OUR ART AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS ARE AT THE
EDGE OF FINANCIAL RISK DUE TO UNDERCAPITALIZATION.

THE MAGNOLIA TREE EARTH CENTER, THE CENTRAL BROOKLYN JAZZ FESTIVAL, THE
SKYLIGHT GALLERY AND THE YOUTH ARTS ACADEMY AT RESTORATION, AND THE
WEEKSVILLE HERITAGE CENTER (ALTHOUGH JUST ACROSS OUR BORDERS) ALL ENHANCE
THE LIVES OF OUR NEIGHBORS. INCREASED FUNDING FROM MUNICIPAL SOURCES WOULD
HELP TO UNDERGIRD THESE INSTITUTIONS. THE FULTON ART FAIR WILL BE CELEBRATING
ITS 53% YEAR IN 2011, AND THERE IS A CRITICAL NEED TO REDOUBLE SUPPORT FOR THIS
VENERABLE FINE ARTS INSTITUTION. NEW COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS SUCH AS THE



BEDFORD STUYVESANT ARTISTS ASSOCIATION MUST ALSO BE SUPPORTED, THE GEORGE
WASHINGTON CARVER GALLERY, SKYLIGHT GALLERY, ZION GALLERY, AFROART DESIGNS,
THE LEWIS GALLERY JUST TO NAME A FEW, THAT ARE KEEPING THE RICHNESS AND BEAUTY
OF OUR COMBINED CULTURES ALIVE SHOULD BE FINANCIALLY SUPPORTED AND EXPOSED TO
THE REST OF THE CITY FOR THE GREAT EXISTING AND UP AND COMING INSTITUTIONS THEY
ARE.

DAY CARE

THE CONCEPT OF A COMPREHENSIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT START A PARENT CAN GIVE TO A CHILD, WHICH WILL NOT CHANGE FOR
VARIOUS REASONS. WE ARE STILL PITIFULLY DEFICIENT IN INFANT/TODDLER CARE IN THIS
COMMUNITY. WITH WELFARE REFORM IN FULL OPERATION, PARENTS ON PUBLIC
ASSISTANCE NEED MORE QUALIFIED INFANT/TODDLER SERVICES TO FACILITATE THEIR
BEING ABLE TO RETURN TO WORK. PARENTS NEEDING A FULL-RANGE OF SERVICES FROM
THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES ARE JUST NOT GETTING IT.

THE PROBLEMS OF UNDER UTILIZATION THAT HAVE PLAGUED CHILD CARE CENTERS OVER
THE PAST FEW YEARS ARE EXACERBATED IN THIS PRESENT CLIMATE OF FINANCIAL
INSTABILITY. ADULTS ARE WITHOUT EMPLOYMENT OR AT BEST UNDEREMPLOYED. THE
NEW AGREEMENT BETWEEN ACS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO CUT FUNDING
FOR CHILDREN IN THE 4 AND 5 YEAR OLD RANGE, WILL DRASTICALLY UNDERCUT THE
PUBLICLY FUNDED DAY CARE CENTERS. THE CITY WILL NO LONGER FUND CHILDREN IN
THAT BRACKET AND THEY ARE NOW TO BE PLACED IN CHARTER AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS,
HOWEVER, NO PROVISIONS HAVE BEEN MADE TO ACCOMMODATE THE INCREASE IN
CHILDREN TO THOSE FACILITIES, WHICH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION READILY
ADMITS; NOT TO MENTION, THERE IS NO AFTER-CARE COMPONENT FOR THE WORKING
PARENT. THIS NEW POLICY BY THE CITY OF NEW YORK IS DETRIMENTAL TO BOTH THE
PARENT AND CHILD. AT THIS TIME, THERE ARE ONLY TWO LICENSED INFANT/TODDLER
CHILD CARE FACILITIES WITHIN BEDFORD-STUYVESANT AND ONE OF THEM, TABERNACLE
DAY CARE ALREADY HAS A TWO-YEAR WAIT LIST.

AS AN EPICENTER OF AN UNDERSERVED POPULATION, BEDFORD-STUYVESANT NEEDS TO
HAVE MORE ACS FUNDED CENTERS. PARENTS CONTINUE TO NEED SUBSIDIZED CHILD CARE
SERVICES. THE PARENTS WITH CHILDREN IN THE AGE RANGE OF BIRTH TO THREE YEARS
OF AGE ARE MOST AFFECTED. THIS GROUP HAS THE GREATEST DEMAND FOR CHILD CARE.
PARENTS ARE BEING URGED TO RETURN TO WORK OR SCHOOL IN A SOCIO-ECONOMIC
CLIMATE OF STRUGGLE OF FINANCIAL CRISIS. THE PUBLICLY FUNDED DAY CARE CENTERS
ARE NOT LICENSED FOR THE INFANT TO TODDLER STAGE AND THE CITY WILL NOT PAY TO
RETRO-FIT THEM TO DO SO. THE END RESULT IS THAT THE PUBLICLY FUNDED DAY CARE
CENTERS ARE ACTUALLY BEING FORCED OUT OF BUSINESS.

THERE NEEDS TO BE A BRIDGE TO CONNECT THE NECESSARY COMPONENTS OF DEMAND,
POVERTY AND POLICY. EVEN THE PRIVATE DAY CARE CENTERS ARE AFFECTED. IN LIEU OF



ACS REGULATIONS TO REMOVE THE FOUR AND FIVE YEAR OLDS FROM PUBLICALLY FUNDED
PROGRAMS, CHILDREN ARE BEING LEFT ON THE ACCIS 1 LIST AFTER BEING DISCHARGED;
THIS KEEPS THE PROGRAMS UNDER-ENROLLED CAUSING FINANCIAL PROBLEMS FOR THE
CENTERS. VENDOR PROGRAMS ARE UNABLE TO REMOVE CHILDREN FROM THEIR ACCIS 1.
THE NAMES OF CHILDREN ARE NOT PURGED FROM ONE TO SIX MONTHS AND THOSE
PLACEMENTS ARE HELD VACANT BECAUSE YOU CANNOT PUT IN NEW CHILDREN WHILE THE
OTHER NAMES ARE STILL ON THE LIST, FURTHER DISENFRANCHISING THE PARENTS AND
THE CENTERS.

IN INSTANCES WHERE PROGRAMS ARE IN PLACE, THE REIMBURSEMENT RATE HAS NOT BEEN
INCREASED FOR THE LAST FIVE PLUS YEARS FOR PRIVATE CENTERS, CREATING A HARDSHIP
TO KEEP THEIR DOORS OPEN, NOT TO MENTION THAT COSTS HAVE RISEN DRASTICALLY.
SEVERAL CENTERS HAVE INADEQUATE OR NON-EXISTENT FUNDING AND HAVE HAD TO
CLOSE, CAUSING AN EVEN GREATER GAP FOR CHILD CARE AMONG THE UNDERSERVED OF
BEDFORD-STUYVESANT. THREE ACD FUNDED CENTERS IN CB3 HAVE ALREADY CLOSED
AND WE ANTICIPATE MANY MORE CLOSING, LEAVING OUR DISTRICT UNDERSERVED WITH
PUBLIC FUNDED DAY CARE PROGRAMS.

STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS CHILD CARE MARKET RATES, POLICIES AND AN EFFECTIVE
VOUCHER PROGRAM MUST BE ADDRESSED AND NOT DISASSEMBLED. ADDITIONALLY, A
DEFINITION OF EARLY CHILDHOOD ACCREDITED SYSTEMS AND THE ROLE THEY PLAY IN THE
IMPROVEMENT OF PROGRAM QUALITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY.

EDUCATION

COMMUNITY DISTRICT 3 COVERS SCHOOLS IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS 13 AND 16, WITH THE
MAJORITY OF THE SCHOOLS BEING IN DISTRICT 16. AS WE HAVE DESCRIBED IN PREVIOUS
YEARS, WE ARE STILL COMMITTED TO THE SUPPORT OF EXCELLENCE IN OUR PUBLIC
SCHOOLS. THE FOLLOWING AREAS REQUIRE ONGOING VIGILANCE IF OUR CHILDREN ARE TO
RECEIVE HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATION:

* RESOURCES FOR CLASSROOM ESSENTIALS

RECENT BUDGET CUTS HAVE STYMIED PROGRESS GAINED IN OTHER YEARS. WE ARE
HOPEFUL THAT THESE CUTS WILL BE RESTORED AS PART OF THE PRESIDENT’S
COMMITMENT TO SOUND EDUCATION. WE APPLAUD ALL OF OUR EDUCATORS IN THE
DISTRICT FOR “DOING MORE WITH LESS”; HOWEVER, THE CONSTANT UNCERTAINTY
SURROUNDING CRITICAL FUNDING FOR OUR SCHOOLS BEGINS TO TAKE A TOLL ON OUR
CHILDREN.

e COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO HIGH DROP-OUT RATES

WHILE THE MAYOR’S REPORTS INDICATE LOWER DROP-OUT RATES WITHIN OUR
SCHOOLS, WE ARE STILL CONCERNED WITH THE HIGH RATE OF EARLY-LEAVERS IN OUR
MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS. THIS IS A DIFFICULT AND COMPLEX SITUATION
TO ADDRESS; YET, THIS IS THE TIME TO CALL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO ADDRESS THESE I[SSUES WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY.
STRATEGIES COULD INCLUDE RESEARCH ON BEST PRACTICES; THE CONVENING OF A
COMMISSION COMPRISED OF A BROAD BASE OF STAKEHOLDERS (THERE ARE GROUPS
ALREADY ORGANIZED IN THE COMMUNITY THAT COULD ADDRESS THIS ISSUE, IF GIVEN
SUPPORT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.)

e SCHOOL SAFETY

WITHIN THE PAST TWO YEARS, THERE HAS BEEN A RISE IN GANG RECRUITMENT AND
“TURF” BATTLES IN AND AROUND OUR SCHOOLS. AS INDICATED IN THE SECTION ON
SAFETY, THERE MUST BE A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO THIS CRITICAL CHANGE IN
THE LANDSCAPE. THREE YEARS AGO, WORKING WITH THE BEDFORD-STUYVESANT
SAFETY TASK FORCE, THIS COMMUNITY BOARD WAS SUCCESSFUL IN ESTABLISHING
SAFE PASSAGE ZONES AROUND BOYS AND GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL AND CS 21. IN
ADDITION TO FUNDING FOR MORE SAFE PASSAGE ZONES, WE ARE REQUESTING THAT
ANY GUIDELINES THAT HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED BY DOE’S GANG INTERVENTION UNIT BE
CAREFULLY REVIEWED, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE NYPD GANG UNIT AND THE
DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S RESOURCES.

* PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

WE NEED “TEETH” IN THE PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT INITIATIVES THAT HAVE BEEN SET
FORTH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. OUR PARENTS STILL FEEL ADRIFT IN A
MONUMENTAL BUREAUCRACY, WHERE THEY FEEL POWERLESS TO MAKE CHANGE, EVEN
IN THEIR OWN SCHOOLS. IT IS TIME FOR INNOVATIVE MODELS THAT DRAW PARENTS
INTO THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS. IT IS APPARENT THAT THE OLD APPROACHES ARE
INEFFECTIVE IN COMMUNITIES SUCH AS OURS. THERE MUST BE MORE ATTENTION PAID
TO DIVERSE CULTURES, MORES, AND HISTORY IN ORDER TO DEVELOP INITIATIVES THAT
WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE. THE SUPERVISORY DESIGN IS STILL A MYSTERY TO MANY,
WITH A SUPERINTENDENT WHO MAY, OR MAY NOT BE THE EVALUATOR OF RECORD FOR
PRINCIPALS WITHIN THE DISTRICT. FOR EXAMPLE, WHERE DO PARENTS AND
COMMUNITY GO FOR ASSISTANCE WHEN SCHOOLS DO NOT WORK?

IN EACH OF OUR DISTRICT NEEDS STATEMENT, WE HAVE ADVOCATED STRONGLY FOR MORE
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT. THE COMMUNITY BOARD, COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS AND THE
VARIOUS TASK FORCES THAT HAVE BEEN ORGANIZED BY COUNCILMEMBER VANN ARE
READY TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY PILOTS THAT DOE wOULD LIKE TO INITIATE. WE ARE
READY!

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

THE NOSTRAND AVENUE RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT (HWK1129), STRETCHING FROM
FLUSHING AVENUE TO ATLANTIC AVENUE HAS BEEN IN THE BUDGET OF COMMUNITY
DISTRICT 3 SINCE 1989. NOSTRAND AVENUE IS A MUCH USED THOROUGHFARE THAT



SPANS OUR DISTRICT FROM NORTH TO SOUTH. THE ROADBED AND ABUTTING AREA ARE
TRULY IN DEPLORABLE CONDITION. THIS PROJECT HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN MOVED FROM
BUDGET TO BUDGET. MOST RECENTLY, THIS COMMUNITY BOARD HAS PETITIONED TO THE
CITY OF NEW YORK TO KEEP THIS PROJECT IN THE CURRENT 2011 BUDGET. WE NEED TO
SEE THIS VENTURE BEGIN WITHOUT ADDITIONAL DELAYS. [F YOUR AGENCY HAS BEEN
FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO HAVE RECEIVED SOME OF THE FEDERAL STIMULUS MONEY, THIS
WOULD BE AN IDEAL APPLICATION. IN THE EVENT, THIS ENDEAVOR HAS NOT BEEN
SELECTED FOR MONIES AT THIS JUNCTURE; BUT WILL BE FUNDED AT A LATER DATE, ARE
THERE PLANS TO SET ASIDE A PORTION OF ANY ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR CD3 PROJECTS
THAT WILL HAVE AN IMPACT ON BEDFORD-STUYVESANT COMMUNITY.

THE RECOVERY ACT PROVIDES VAST OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION
INITIATIVES. MANY OF THEM ARE WELL-SUITED TO APPLICATIONS IN URBAN AREAS.
FUNDING FOR SUCH PROJECTS THAT FLOW FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT THROUGH
THE PIPELINE THAT LEADS TO THE CITY SHOULD BE SIMPLY AND WIDELY COMMUNICATED
TO HOMEOWNERS, RENTERS AND BUSINESSES. MOST IMPORTANTLY, ACCESS TO JOBS FOR
RESIDENTS OF THE DISTRICT SHOULD BE A TOP PRIORITY WITH THE INFLUX OF ANY
FUNDING RESULTING FROM THE

STIMULUS PACKAGE.

IN ADDITION, WITH THE RAPIDLY EXPANDING POPULATION IN BEDFORD-STUYVESANT, WE
HAVE BEEN EXPERIENCING FLOODING MUCH MORE FREQUENTLY. OUR CATCH-BASINS ARE
BLOCKED WITH DEBRIS, LITTER AND TRASH THAT WASHES DOWN DURING HEAVY RAIN AND
THE STREET CORNERS ARE IMPASSABLE. WHILE WE ARE AWARE THAT THE CLEANING OF
SEWERS AND CATCH-BASINS ARE COMPLAINT DRIVEN, IT WOULD BE BENEFICIAL TO HAVE
THEM PLACED ON A SCHEDULE, AT LEAST DURING THE RAINY SEASON (HEAVY STORM
WATCHES, I.E., HURRICANE SEASON, ETC.). MANY OF THE CATCH-BASINS HAVE NOXIOUS
ODORS EMANATING FROM THEM THAT POLLUTE THE AIR FOR AT LEAST HALF A BLOCK.
WHEN THEY ARE CLEANED, IT IS NOT LONG BEFORE THE PROBLEM ARISES ONCE AGAIN.

OF PARAMOUNT CONCERN TO THE BEDFORD-STUYVESANT COMMUNITY IS THE RECENTLY
PASSED LEGISLATION REGARDING THE SALE OF LIENS ON PROPERTIES WITH OUTSTANDING
WATER AND SEWER CHARGES. WITH THE ESCALATING COST OF LIVING IN THIS
NEIGHBORHOOD, HIGHER PROPERTY TAX RATES, PREDATORY LENDING PRACTICES, AND
FINANCIAL FAILINGS DUE TO THE STATE OF OUR ECONOMY, IT IS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST
TO COMMUNITY BOARD 3 WHAT IMPACT THESE ISSUES WILL HAVE ON HOMEOWNERS AND
THE RESIDENTS, PARTICULARLY THE SENIORS AND OTHERS WITH EITHER FIXED OR LOW
INCOMES.

AS ADVOCATES FOR THE RESIDENTS, IT WOULD BE ENCOURAGING TO SEE THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF SOME TYPE OF PROGRAM THAT WOULD PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF THE
CENTRAL BROOKLYN PROPERTY OWNERS TO ENSURE THEY CAN CONTINUE TO REMAIN AN
INTEGRAL PORTION OF A COMMUNITY THAT MOST OF THEM HAVE BEEN IN FOR



GENERATIONS, WITH AN INTENSIVE PROGRAM OF EDUCATION AND ALTERNATIVES TO THIS
POPULATION FOR SAVING THEIR HOMES.

COMMUNITY BOARD 3, WOULD LIKE TO SEE NOISE REGULATIONS ENFORCED BY DEP AND
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. IN ADDITION, WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE SIGNAGE REGARDING THE
PROHIBITING OF HONKING HORNS IN CERTAIN AREAS, INCLUDING THE FINES FOR SUCH
POSTED ON THOSE SIGNS, [.E., HOSPITALS, RESIDENTIAL SECTIONS, SCHOOLS, ET AL.
THERE REALLY NEEDS TO BE AN INCREASE IN STAFFING FOR ALL AGENCIES CONCERNED TO
ENFORCE THE REGULATIONS.

WE ACKNOWLEDGE DEP’S CONTINUED INSTALLATION OF THE AUTOMATIC METER READING
TECHNOLOGY THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY.

HEALTH CARE

NO COMMUNITY CAN TOLERATE A SUSTAINED ONSLAUGHT OF LIFE-THREATENING HEALTH
ISSUES. BEDFORD-STUYVESANT IS NO EXCEPTION. YET, WE CONTINUE TO BE THE
EPICENTER OF AN ALARMING NUMBER OF HEALTH CHALLENGES.

IN FORMER VERSIONS OF THIS DOCUMENT WE HAVE REQUESTED INCREASED FUNDING IN
SEVERAL CRITICAL AREAS. UNFORTUNATELY, WE MUST, AGAIN, REPEAT THE CALL FOR
MORE FUNDING IN THESE AREAS:
» HIV/AIDS PREVENTION AND TREATMENT
» EXPANDED EMERGENCY ROOM SERVICES
« INNOVATIVE PREVENTIVE PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS THE HIGH RATES OF
diabetes, obesity, and asthma
» INCREASED RESOURCES FOR TRAINING EMT PERSONNEL
» EXPANDED EMERGENCY MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS AT WOODHULL AND
INTERFAITH HOSPITALS
» MORE ACCESSIBLE LOCATIONS FOR FLU VACCINATIONS

WHILE WE AWAIT UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE REFORMS AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL, SEVERAL
PROVISIONS OF THE LAWS RECENTLY SIGNED BY GOVERNOR PATTERSON IN MARCH AND
JULY, 2009 HAVE GREAT PROMISE FOR MANY RESIDENTS OF BEDFORD-STUYVESANT.

" In March, Governor Patterson signed into law his Program Bill to help New
Yorkers who lost their jobs at small businesses take advantage of a COBRA
subsidy made available under the Federal American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA). In addition, the 2009-10 budget eliminated certain
barriers to enrolling in public health insurance coverage such as face-to-face
interviews, finger imaging, and asset tests, and authorized the Department of
Health to seek Federal support for expanded coverage for low-income adults.
Moreover, as of September 1, 2008, all of New York’s uninsured children



became eligible for moderate or no-cost health care coverage under Child
Health Plus.” [New York State Press Release, July 29, 2009]

THE ISSUE THEN BECOMES ONE OF INFORMING THE PUBLIC OF THESE NEW AREAS OF
ASSISTANCE. THE NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE MUST
MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO BRING THIS INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC. [N THE PAST, WE HAVE
REQUESTED THAT OUR LOCAL HEALTH OFFICE BECOME MORE VISIBLE IN THE COMMUNITY,
AND THAT IT STEP UP ITS EFFORTS TO GET INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC. SINCE FUNDING
IS ALWAYS AN ISSUE, MORE RESOURCES SHOULD BE ALLOCATED FOR THIS PURPOSE. IN ITS
2003 REPORT, THE MAYOR’S OFFICE OF CITYWIDE HEALTH INSURANCE ACCESS LISTS
COMMUNITY DISTRICT 3 RELATIVELY LOW WITH RESPECT TO THE NUMBER OF EPHINE
(ELIGIBLE FOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSURANCE BUT NOT ENROLLED), THE RESULT HAS BEEN
A CLOGGING OF OUR EMERGENCY ROOMS BECAUSE THE EXTENT OF FULL ACCESS TO
HEALTH SERVICES HAS NOT BEEN CLEARLY EXPLAINED. THIS HAS CREATED A HEALTH
CRISIS BASED UPON RELATIVE SUCCESS....LARGE NUMBERS OF THE POPULATION WITHIN
COMMUNITY DISTRICT 3 ARE, INDEED, ENROLLED IN PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMS. YET,
THEY FAIL TO USE THE PREVENTIVE SERVICES THAT ARE AVAILABLE TO THEM. WE ARE
HOPEFUL THAT THIS ISSUE OF ACCESS TO INFORMATION WILL BE GIVEN THE SERIOUS
ATTENTION THAT IT DESERVES.

HOUSING AND LAND USE

THE RE-ZONING OF BEDFORD-STUYVESANT SOUTH WAS COMPLETED IN 2007. WE HAVE
PATIENTLY OR NOT SO PATIENTLY WAITED TO BEGIN THE PROCESS FOR THE NORTHERN
PORTION OF OUR COMMUNITY. THIS IS A VERY LENGTHY PROCEDURE AND TO PRESERVE
THE INTEGRITY OF THIS AREA, THIS NEEDS TO BE COMPLETED AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.
THE DEVELOPERS ARE FULLY COGNIZANT THAT THIS WORK IS BEGINNING AND EVEN
THOUGH THINGS HAVE SLOWED DOWN IN THE NORTHERN QUADRANT, | AM SURE THEY WILL
PICK UP AGAIN. WE CANNOT ALLOW A PORTION OF OUR COMMUNITY TO SLIP THROUGH
OUR FINGERS WITHOUT REGARD TO THE PEOPLE THAT LIVE AND WORK THERE. THE AREA
IS HOME TO DIVERSE CULTURES AND EACH OF THOSE ETHNICITIES SHOULD BE
REPRESENTED EQUALLY.

THERE ARE SEVERAL PARCELS OF LAND IN THE SOUTH EASTERN QUADRANT PARTICULARLY
ON FULTON STREET AND WE KNOW THAT THERE HAS BEEN DISCUSSION REGARDING THOSE
PIECES. IT IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF COMMUNITY BOARD 3 THAT THE PARCELS ON
FULTON STREET UNDER THE PURVIEW OF HPD. BLOCK 1548, LOT #S 26-30 TOTALING
10,000 SQUARE FEET, BLOCK 1549, LOT #S 4-7 TOTALING 8000 SQUARE FEET AND
BLOCK 1549, LOT #S 19-34 TOTALING 26,000 SQUARE FEET. WE VIEW THIS AS A
MARVELOUS OPPORTUNITY FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. AS A COMMUNITY, WE WOULD
LIKE TO SEE AN UPDATED REPORT ON ALL VACANT LAND WITHIN CB3, BOTH THOSE THAT
HAVE BEEN DESIGNATED FOR PROGRAMS AND THOSE THAT HAVE NOT.



WITH A NEEDS ASSESSMENT IN PLACE THAT HAS COMMUNITY INPUT, THESE PARCELS CAN
BE MAXIMIZED TO THEIR FULLEST POTENTIAL. WITH THE MAYOR’S PUSH FOR AFFORDABLE
HOUSING, WE CAN UTILIZE THESE PARCELS OF LAND AS AFFORDABLE HOUSING WITH
COMMERCIAL/PUBLIC SPACE BELOW. IT WOULD BE IN LINE WITH THE ZONING ALONG THE
REST OF FULTON STREET AND KEEP THE STREET AS A MAJOR COMMERCIAL STRIP IN
BEDFORD STUYVESANT THROUGHOUT ITS ENTIRETY. A MULTI-USE BUILDING WITH
PERHAPS A MID-SIZE SUPERMARKET OR BANK ON THE GROUND LEVEL WOULD BE PERFECT.
WE MUST NOT FORGET THAT BEDFORD-STUYVESANT IS PART OF THE PILOT FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT.

IN ADDITION, COMMUNITY BOARD 3 IS INTERESTED IN FINDING OUT THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN HPD AND HUD WITH REGARD TO FUNDED PROJECTS IN OUR AREA I.E., RISLEY
DENT, HUNTERFLY HOMES, JACKIE ROBINSON, MEDGAR EVERS AND SMITH WOODWARD.
WE ARE LOOKING TO FULLY UNDERSTAND HOW THAT RELATIONSHIP WORKS AND ITS
IMPACT ON THIS COMMUNITY.

THERE NEEDS TO BE SAFEGUARDS IN PLACE WHEREBY THE DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
CAN HAVE ADEQUATE INSPECTORS TO ENFORCE THEIR GUIDELINES. THERE HAVE BEEN
INSTANCES WHEN COMPLAINTS HAVE COME IN AND WE INVOLVE DOB THAT THE ANSWERS
ARE NEBULOUS. A CONTRACTOR/DEVELOPER THAT HAS APPLIED FOR PERMITS SHOULD BE
HELD ACCOUNTABLE TO WHAT HAS BEEN APPLIED FOR. ON OCCASION, THAT IS NOT
HAPPENING. THIS SHOULD NOT BE. THE ISSUES OF SUCH INFRACTIONS VIOLATE THE
QUALITY OF LIFE AND CAN AT TIMES BE HAZARDOUS TO PUBLIC SAFETY. IF MORE
INSPECTORS ARE NEEDED, THEN WE SHOULD PUSH TO GET THE FUNDING FOR THEM. IT
MAKES MORE SENSE TO BE PROACTIVE THAN IT DOES TO BE REACTIVE. WE HAVE HAD
ISSUES SUCH AS A SCHOOL THAT WAS OPERATING WITHOUT A CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY
FOR THREE YEARS. ANOTHER INSTANCE OF BLATANT DISREGARD FOR THE GUIDELINES OF
DOB IS WORK BEING DONE IN THE BACKYARD TO BUILD A DECK WITHOUT ANY TYPE OF
WORK PERMIT. WHEN THAT WAS DISCOVERED, THEY GOT THE PERMIT AND IT WAS
REVOKED FOR A TIME, YET THEY WERE ALLOWED TO GO BACK YET A THIRD TIME AND
COMPLETE THE WORK EVEN AT THE DISPLEASURE OF THE PROPERTY OWNER NEXT.
CONTRACTORS/DEVELOPERS ARE GIVEN VIOLATIONS, THEY PAY AN ECB FINE OR NOT AND
THEN CARRY ON WITH BUSINESS AS USUAL. | AM SURE THAT COMPLIANCE WITH CODES
WAS ESTABLISHED FOR A REASON. DOB NEEDS TO HAVE A VEHICLE TO RESPOND TO
VIOLATORS. RULES, LAWS, GUIDELINES WERE CREATED FOR THE SAFETY AND WELL BEING
OF ALL CONCERNED. IT IS TIME TO MAKE PEOPLE COMPLY.

OUR MAJOR NEED CONTINUES TO BE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FROM AGENCIES SUCH AS
CITY PLANNING AND HPD, AND ELECTED OFFICIALS, TO HELP US MAKE A COMPREHENSIVE
ASSESSMENT OF:

e REZONING OF BEDFORD-STUYVESANT NORTH
* THE STATUS OF THE URBAN RENEWAL PLANS
* THE COORDINATED DEVELOPMENT OF THE PLANS (HOW THEY FIT TOGETHER)



*  HOW OUR HOUSING NEEDS HAVE (OR HAVE NOT) BEEN MET BY THESE PLANS

¢ VACANT LAND UNDER THE AEGIS OF SEVERAL CITY AGENCIES

¢ HOW COMMUNITY BOARD 3’S AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICY IMPACTS ALL OF THE
PLANS

AFTER A 32 YEAR HISTORY, COMMUNITY BOARD 3 SHOULD HAVE HAD ALL OF THESE
ISSUES ADDRESSED ALREADY. WE FEEL THAT LOOKING AT WHERE WE ARE IS NOW A
TREMENDOUS UNDERSTATEMENT. SUCH A STUDY WILL REQUIRE TIME, STAFF, AND
COMMITMENT FROM AGENCY STAFF AND MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY BOARD, AND OTHER
STAKEHOLDERS BUT IT NEEDS TO HAPPEN NONE THE LESS. IT IS A PROJECT WHOSE TIME
IS LONG OVERDUE.

PREDATORY LENDING CONTINUES TO PLAGUE BEDFORD-STUYVESANT. WE HAVE ONE OF
THE HIGHEST FORECLOSURE RATES IN THE COUNTRY. WITH THE EFFORTS OF COMMUNITY
GROUPS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS PARTNERING TO FIGHT THIS RISING TIDE WE ARE SEEING
SOME IMPROVEMENT. SEVERAL CITY AGENCIES HAVE PREDATORY LENDING PROGRAMS,
AND IN A SMALL WAY HAVE BEGUN TO PARTNER WITH OTHER GROUPS TO WIPE OUT THIS
SCOURGE. A CREATIVE, COMBINED APPROACH ON THE PART OF THESE AGENCIES
(MIRRORING OUR COORDINATED EFFORTS IN THE COMMUNITY), WOULD GIVE OUR EXISTING
INITIATIVES THE ADDITIONAL IMPETUS THAT IT NEEDS. THIS WOULD MAXIMIZE RESOURCES,
AND MAKE IT EASIER FOR RESIDENTS TO ACCESS SERVICES.

THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELESS SERVICES NEEDS TO SPREAD OUT WHERE THE SUPPORT
OF AGENCIES FOR SUPPORTIVE/TRANSITIONAL HOUSING IS BEING PLACED AND NOT HAVE
THEM CONCENTRATED IN A FEW AREAS OF THIS CITY, LIKE BEDFORD STUYVESANT AND
CROWN HEIGHTS, WHICH HAS THE LARGEST NUMBER OF SUCH FACILITIES, BUT
THROUGHOUT. HOUSING BRIDGE CONTINUES TO PLACE THESE TYPES OF HOMES VERY
CLOSE TOGETHER WITHIN OUR DISTRICT. HOW MANY GROUP/PROGRAMMATIC FACILITIES
ARE BEING PLACED IN THIS COMMUNITY? BY COMPARISON, WHAT IS THE RATIO OF SIMILAR
FACILITIES BEING PLACED WITHIN OTHER AREAS THROUGHOUT THE FIVE BOROUGHS?
THERE IS NO DOMAIN IN LIFE THAT IS NOT OBLIGED TO UPGRADE ITS RELATIONSHIP TO THE
NEEDS OF CB#3 RESIDENT WITH DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES. THIS IS PARTICULARLY
RELEVANT TO HOUSING DEVELOPMENT. THE NEED FOR MORE “ACCESSIBLE” AFFORDABLE
HOUSING IS A GIVEN. HOWEVER, UTILIZATION OF “UNIVERSAL DESIGN” PRACTICES WHICH
GO BEYOND THE CONCEPT OF “BARRIER FREE” LIVING IS NECESSARY TO MAKE LIVING
SPACES ACCESSIBLE, SAFE, AND PRACTICAL FOR ALL RESIDENTS. THIS WILL ALWAYS
REMAIN CRUCIAL TO COMMUNITY BOARD 3.

LANDMARKS

THE GOAL OF COMMUNITY BOARD 3 IS FIRST TO IDENTIFY THE HISTORIC PROPERTIES
THROUGHOUT THIS COMMUNITY DISTRICT AND THEN TO CONTACT THE RESIDENTS AND
INFORM THEM OF THE VALUE OF HAVING THEIR PROPERTIES LANDMARKED. HOMEOWNERS
ARE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE A GRANT TO RESTORE THE PROPERTY TO ITS ORIGINAL



ARCHITECTURAL AESTHETIC BEAUTY THAT HAS SET THIS COMMUNITY APART FROM OTHER
AREAS AROUND THE CITY. PRESERVING THE HISTORICAL PROPERTIES ENHANCES OUR
COMMUNITY, PROMOTES ECONOMIC GROWTH AND ALLOWS THE HOMEOWNER TO HAVE A
HEIGHTENED SENSE OF SELF-WORTH.

THERE ARE SEVERAL AREAS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY THAT ARE DESERVING OF CITY
LANDMARK STATUS. THE COMMUNITY BOARD DOES ALL IT CAN TO PRESERVE THE HISTORIC
HOUSING STOCK FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. WE CONTINUE TO EDUCATE HOME OWNERS
REGARDING THE BENEFITS OF GOING THROUGH LANDMARK PROCESS; INCREASING YOUR
PROPERTY VALUE AND ELEVATING THE VALUES IN YOUR COMMUNITY.  AS AN ADVOCATE,
COMMUNITY BOARD 3 WOULD LIKE TO SEE PROGRAMS AND ADDITIONAL FUNDING PUT IN
PLACE THAT WOULD ALLOW PROPERTY/HOME OWNERS TO BECOME AWARE OF THE
WONDERFUL INHERITANCE THEY HAVE AS THE PEOPLE OF BEDFORD-STUYVESANT.

PARKS AND RECREATION

WE COMMEND THE PARKS DEPARTMENT FOR THE INTENSE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS TAKING
PLACE IN OUR CITY PARKS. THE RESIDENTS CAN COME OUT OF THEIR HOMES IN THE
EVENINGS AND GO TO THE PARK TO RELAX AND ENJOY A CULTURAL EVENT OR SOME
DANCING, A CONCERT AND WATCHING OUR CHILDREN SHOWCASE THEIR TALENT.

WITH THE RENOVATION OF OUR FACILITIES, LIKE BREVOORT PARK, MADE POSSIBLE WITH
THE THOUGHTFULNESS OF COUNCILMEMBER DARLENE MEALY, THE BEGINNING OF PULASKI
PARK RENOVATIONS AND NOW THE COMPLETION OF THE ENTIRE AREA, DUE TO THE
CONTRIBUTION OF COUNCILMEMBER AL VANN, OUR PARKS ARE BECOMING SOMETHING TO
SHOUT ABOUT. MARCY PLAYGROUND IS ALSO UNDER CONSTRUCTION AND THE SECOND
PHASE WILL RENOVATE THE REST OF THE PARK AREA. WE ARE CERTAINLY THANKFUL TO
OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS FOR ALL THAT THEY ARE DOING.

WITH THE INCREASED USAGE OF THE PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS AROUND THE DISTRICT,
THERE NEEDS TO BE BATHROOMS MADE AVAILABLE. IF THE COMFORT STATIONS ARE NOT
OPERABLE AT THE TIME, PERHAPS PORTA-POTTIES CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE UNTIL THE
COMFORT STATIONS CAN BE BROUGHT BACK ONLINE.

THE SUMNER ARMORY CONTINUES TO BE HIGH ON OUR LIST OF PRIORITIES OF A FACILITY
THAT WILL ENHANCE OUR COMMUNITY ONCE REDEVELOPMENT AS A PUBLIC FACILITY CAN
BEGIN WHICH CAN INCLUDE AN INDOOR TRACK, TENNIS, BASKETBALL, VOLLEYBALL,
RACQUETBALL, AND PADDLEBALL COURTS, A BOWLING ALLEY, SWIMMING POOL AND A
ROLLER SKATING RINK. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SUMNER ARMORY FOR COMMUNITY USE
WOULD CONSOLIDATE DIVERSE AND NEEDED COMMUNITY FACILITIES INTO ONE OF
COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 3’S MOST REGARDED HISTORIC BUILDINGS.

WE STILL RECOMMEND ENCLOSING MARCY POOL AND CREATING OTHER RECREATIONAL
AND SPORTS FACILITIES WITHIN THE NEW ENCLOSURE. THE REMODELING SHOULD LEAD TO



A FACILITY THAT COMPLEMENTS THE REMODELED BEDFORD Y AND RIVAL THE WELL-USED
ST. JOHN’S POOL. THE NEW FACILITY COULD ENCOMPASS A TRACK, FITNESS CENTER,
RACQUET BALL, TENNIS COURTS AND/OR BASKETBALL COURTS. IN ADDITION, THE SITE
SHOULD BE EXPLORED FOR ADDITIONAL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION TO PROVIDE MULTI-
PURPOSE COMMUNITY USE, SUCH AS WORKSHOP ROOMS FOR YOUTH AND SENIOR
PROGRAMS.

TO MAXIMIZE THE PLEASURE OF SPENDING LEISURE TIME IN OUR PARKS AND
PLAYGROUNDS, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT ANIMAL WASTE BE CLEANED UP BY THE INDIVIDUAL
WALKING AND EXERCISING THE DOG. ENFORCEMENT REGARDING THIS ISSUE IS CRUCIAL
FOR THE CLEANLINESS OF OUR CITY’S PARKS.

OUR PARKS CONTINUED TO BE PLAGUED WITH DUMPING. CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS AND
OTHER MANNER OF RUBBISH IS BEING DUMPED MORE OFTEN IN OUR GREEN SPACES AND
OTHER PUBLIC AREAS. WITH ADDITIONAL PARK POLICE, UNDERCOVER TO CATCH THE
PERPETRATORS, THIS PROBLEM CAN BE COMBATED. [N ADDITION, WITH STAFF SHORTAGES
IN THE PARKS, THERE IS AN INCREASE IN THE TRASH LEVEL DUE TO MORE AND MORE
PEOPLE AVAILING THEMSELVES OF OUR WONDERFUL PARKS.

THE TREE PRUNING CYCLE REALLY NEEDS TO BE LOOKED AT AGAIN. THE WEATHER
CONDITIONS BEING SO TEMPERATE, WE CAN ONLY EXPECT OPTIMUM GROWTH OF OUR
TREES AND PLANTS. A SEVEN YEAR CYCLE IS TOO LONG.

IN ADDITION TO THIS, THE OLDER TREES THAT ARE IN PLACE ARE DESTROYING THE
SIDEWALKS, CURBS AND BUCKLING THE ROADBEDS. WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE PARKS BEGIN
AN INTENSIVE PROGRAM OF ROOT SLICING SO THAT THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY TREES IN THE
COMMUNITY WILL NOT BE A FINANCIAL HARDSHIP TO THE PROPERTY OWNERS. THESE
ECONOMIC TIMES CALL FOR A BETTER EFFORT ON THE PART OF OUR CITY IN RELATIONSHIP
TO THE PROUD PROPERTY OWNERS AND THEIR TENANTS.

POLICE

THE NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT WORKS TIRELESSLY TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY
SAFE. EACH TIME AN AREA BECOMES BLIGHTED WITH CRIME, THE PRECINCTS FLOOD THE
AREAS WITH OFFICERS AND EQUIPMENT WHEN IT IS AVAILABLE. THE PROBLEM IS THAT
THE AVAILABILITY OF MANPOWER AND EQUIPMENT CAN REALLY ONLY CONCENTRATE ON
ONE AND/OR A SMALL AREA AT A TIME. |IF THERE IS AN IMPACT UNIT IN THE
FULTON/NOSTRAND CORRIDOR, THEN THE CRIME IS COMMITTED FURTHER IN THE EASTERN
SECTIONS OF BEDFORD STUYVESANT, ETC. WHATEVER THE AREA OF POLICE
CONCENTRATION IS, THE CRIMINAL ELEMENT MOVES TO ANOTHER AREA. FOR THE
RESIDENTS OF THIS COMMUNITY, IT SEEMS THAT THE CRIMINAL ELEMENT CAN MANIPULATE
THE DEPARTMENT TO SUIT THEIR PARTICULAR NEEDS FOR A PARTICULAR TIME.



WE CONTINUE TO STRIVE FOR A CRIME FREE COMMUNITY, YET THERE ARE MORE AND MORE
SHOOTINGS. GUNS CONTINUE TO POUR INTO THIS COMMUNITY. WHAT IS THE TRUE
EXTENT OF THE ILLEGAL FIRE ARMS INITIATIVE? THE GUN PROBLEM WITHIN NYCHA IS
QUITE PREVALENT. HOW DO WE COMBAT THAT? SHOOTINGS TAKE PLACE AND THE
PERPETRATORS RUN INTO THE NYCHA DEVELOPMENTS AND DISAPPEAR.

GUN SUPPRESSIONS PROGRAMS ARE A PRIME OBJECTIVE OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND
IT IS CERTAINLY NOT EVIDENT ON THESE STREETS. GUN SHOTS ARE HEARD, SQUAD CARS
ARE RUSHING FROM ONE INCIDENT TO ANOTHER ALL NIGHT. THESE INFRACTIONS ARE NO
LONGER COMMITTED UNDER THE COVER OF DARKNESS BUT ANYTIME DURING THE DAY; IN
THE MORNINGS WHILE RESIDENTS ARE ON THEIR WAY TO WORK OR SCHOOL; DURING THE
EARLY AFTERNOON WHEN CHILDREN ARE BEING DISMISSED FROM SCHOOL. I[N PARKS
WHERE PEOPLE OF ALL AGES ARE THERE TO ENJOY RECREATIONAL TIME, GUN SHOTS CAN
RING OUT. WE MUST TAKE AN EVEN GREATER STANCE TO REMOVE GUNS FROM THE
STREETS.

WE NEED ADDITIONAL MOBILE COMMAND POSTS THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT AND AT LEAST
AN ADDITIONAL SKYWATCH FOR THE BEDFORD-STUYVESANT COMMUNITY. THE SECTOR
CARS IN OUR TWO PRECINCTS NEED TO BE REPLACED AND/OR AT LEAST OVERHAULED.
EACH PRECINCT COMMAND, REGARDLESS OF WHERE IT IS DESERVES TO HAVE DECENT
SECTOR CARS AND NOT HAVE TO DEPEND ON BORROWING FROM OTHER PRECINCTS.

SCHOOL CHILDREN ARE BEING ACCOSTED AS THEY LEAVE THEIR SCHOOLS. WE ARE MUCH
IN NEED OF SAFE PASSAGE PROGRAMS FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS 13 AND 16, WHICH COVER
THE BEDFORD-STUYVESANT COMMUNITY.

MISTRUST OF OUR ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS CONTINUES TO BE PREVALENT HERE IN THIS
COMMUNITY AND CREATES ITS OWN RANGE OF PROBLEMS. EVEN WITH COMMISSIONER
KELLY’S MANDATE FOR IMPLEMENTING PROGRAMS TO FOSTER BETTER POLICE-COMMUNITY
RELATIONS, THERE IS NO REAL IMPACT ON THE REALITY OF OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. NEW
RECRUITS DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE CULTURE OF THE PEOPLE OF THIS COMMUNITY AND
MISUNDERSTANDINGS COMMONLY OCCUR BETWEEN THE POLICE AND THE RESIDENTS. AS A
COMMUNITY BOARD, WE ARE READY TO WORK WITH THE LOCAL ADMINISTRATION IN ORDER
TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT OFFICERS GAIN A CLEARER, MORE POSITIVE VIEW OF WHO WE
ARE.

THE GANG UNIT APPEARS TO OPERATE IN A REACTIVE MODE, WHICH LEAVES IT TO
CITIZENS WHO ARE JUSTIFIABLE AFRAID, TO REPORT CRIMES PERPETRATED BY GANGS. THE
CRIPS AND THE BLOODS STILL RULE AREAS OF THE COMMUNITY, AND WE ARE NOW FACED
WITH THE HORROR OF GANG MEMBERS AS YOUNG AS 12 AND 13 YEARS OLD. THESE
CHILDREN ARE ASSAULTING AND HARASSING RESIDENTS AT SUBWAY STOPS, IN OUR PARKS
(FULTON, IN PARTICULAR), AND AS THEY WALK HOME FROM WORK. IT GOES WITHOUT
SAYING THAT WHERE THERE ARE FIREARMS, WE SHOULD REALIZE THAT THERE ARE DRUGS,
ROBBERIES, AND OTHER CRIMES BEING COMMITTED. WE NEED TO FIND OUT HOW GANGS
HAVE SO EASILY INFILTRATED OUR COMMUNITY, SCHOOLS AND RECREATIONAL SPACES AND



PUT A DETERRENT IN PLACE TO AVOID THAT BEHAVIOR. OUR PRECINCTS SHOULD BE
ACTIVELY RECRUITING MORE BLOCKS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE BLOCK WATCHERS PROGRAM.
BEEF UP OUR POLICE-COMMUNITY RELATIONS INITIATIVES SO THAT THEY ARE RELEVANT
TO THE OFFICERS AND RESIDENTS. WE CAN TRULY HELP EACH OTHER.

SAFETY/EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

BY ALL ACCOUNTS, WE WILL EVENTUALLY EXPERIENCE A MAJOR HURRICANE HITTING THE
NEW YORK METROPOLITAN AREA. WE NEED AN EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS STRATEGY
DESIGNED FOR THE UNIQUENESS OF THE BEDFORD-STUYVESANT COMMUNITY. WHILE IT IS
TRUE, WE ARE NOT A COASTAL COMMUNITY, OUR SEWER SYSTEM AND CATCH BASINS ARE
NOT EQUIPPED TO HANDLE THE DELUGE AND INUNDATION OF RISING WATER IN OUR
STREETS.

IT IS CRUCIAL TO KNOW AND ORGANIZE HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS AND FIRST RESPONDERS,
AS WELL AS, CBOS EQUIPPED WITH THE NECESSARY INFORMATION AND SKILLS IN CASE OF
EMERGENCIES. WE SHOULD BE AWARE OF APPROPRIATE SHELTER PROVISIONS AND
STRATEGIC LOCATIONS THAT PEOPLE CAN BE DIRECTED TO IN THE EVENT THERE IS A
NEED. EDUCATIONAL TOOLS NEED TO BE DISSEMINATED MORE READILY THROUGHOUT THE
NEIGHBORHOOD TO ALLOW RESIDENTS TO KNOW THAT TERRORIST'S ATTACKS ARE NOT THE
ONLY EMERGENCIES. WE SEE THAT AS A PRESSING NEED, IN THE EVENT OF NATURAL
DISASTERS AS WELL AS IMPENDING TERRORIST ATTACKS.

WE ARE JUST BEGINNING TO EXPLORE ALL OF THE RAMIFICATIONS OF ESTABLISHING SUCH
A SYSTEM, AND THERE IS A NEED FOR ASSISTANCE IN THAT DEVELOPMENT. CITY, STATE,
AND FEDERAL AGENCIES ALL HAVE RESOURCES AND PLANS THAT WOULD BE OF VALUE.
THERE SHOULD BE A MAJOR RECRUITMENT DRIVE TO TRAIN CERT TEAMS THROUGHOUT
ALL COMMUNITIES, PARTICULARLY WITHIN THE CONFINES OF THE COMMUNITY BASED
ORGANIZATIONS.

SANITATION

ONCE AGAIN, COMMUNITY BOARD 3 IS WITHOUT THE PRELIMINARY CONSTRUCTION COSTS
FOR OUR OWN SANITATION GARAGE. WE LEARNED RECENTLY THAT THE INITIAL
CONSTRUCTION WILL NOT BEGIN BECAUSE THE PLANS ARE NO LONGER FUNDED. IT IS
IMPERATIVE THAT THE FUNDING BE REINSTATED FOR CONSTRUCTION COSTS OF A
SANITATION GARAGE WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF BEDFORD-STUYVESANT. OUR TEMPORARY
GARAGE WAS LOCATED IN COMMUNITY BOARD 1, NOW IT HAS BEEN SITUATED IN
COMMUNITY BOARD 4, A GREATER DISTANCE FROM THE AREA BK3 SERVICES. COMMUNITY
BOARD 4 ASKED FOR THEIR GARAGE IN 1984 AND IT IS NOW BUILT, WE BEGAN OUR
REQUEST IN 1980 AND STILL IT CANNOT BE SEEN, EVEN ON THE HORIZON. HOW LONG
WILL IT BE BEFORE COMMUNITY BOARD 4 IS COMPLAINING ABOUT OUR SANITATION
FACILITY BEING IN THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD? THE WEATHER LAST WINTER WAS NOT BAD, SO,
IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN, HOW WELL THE TRANSPLANTED GARAGE CAN RESPOND TO THE



COMMUNITY DURING PERIODS OF INCLEMENT WEATHER. THE GREATER DISTANCE WILL
CREATE A FURTHER HARDSHIP ON THE SALT SPREADERS AND THE DISTANCE THEY WILL
NEED TO COVER, AS WELL AS THE RAPIDITY IN REFUSE REMOVAL TIME ON SIDEWALKS.

SANITATION ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND SANITATION POLICE NEED TO BE IN PLACE TO
ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH LITTERING AND DUMPING REGULATIONS WHICH HAVE REALLY
GOTTEN OUT OF HAND IN AND AROUND VACANT LOTS AND IN THE FRONT YARDS OF
VACANT BUILDINGS, ON CORNERS AT LITTER BASKETS, BESIDE COMMERCIAL
ESTABLISHMENTS, EVEN ON THE SIDE OF CORNER PROPERTIES. WE NEED INCREASED
PERSONNEL BOTH UNDERCOVER AND UNIFORMED OUT HERE ONSITE AT THE TIMES (EARLY
MORNING HOURS AND LATE AT NIGHT) WHEN THE VIOLATIONS ARE TAKING PLACE. OUR
CATCH BASINS ARE BEING BLOCKED DUE TO THE VOLUME OF LITTER THAT GATHERS AT THE
CORNERS AFTER BEING WASHED OFF THE SIDEWALKS DOWN INTO THE STREET DURING
HEAVY RAINS. THE SMELL IS UNBEARABLE AND IT CREATES FLOODING AT THE STREET
CORNERS. IF THEY WERE SWEPT CLEAN ON A REGULAR SCHEDULE, THIS WOULD BE
PREVENTED.

WE NEED TIMELY PRINTED MATERIALS SENT OUT TO THE COMMUNITY WELL IN ADVANCE
NOTING SCHEDULE CHANGES PRIOR TO THE CHANGES TAKING PLACE. FINALLY, WITH SO
MANY NEW PET OWNING RESIDENTS IN THE COMMUNITY, THERE NEEDS TO BE MORE CURB
AND CLEAN-UP AFTER YOUR DOG SIGNAGE PRINTED AND STRATEGICALLY PLACED
THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY. VIOLATORS SHOULD BE APPROPRIATELY GIVEN
ENFORCEABLE SUMMONSES. THE DECISION TO ELIMINATE THE DIVISION THAT
MANUFACTURED AND PRINTED THESE SIGNS NEEDS TO BE REVALUATED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION.

SENIORS

THE SENIOR POPULATION OF COMMUNITY BOARD 3 CONTINUES TO BE A MAJOR CONCERN.
SENIORS ARE BEING DISPLACED BECAUSE THEY CAN NO LONGER AFFORD TO AGE IN PLACE.
WE NEED TO HAVE GUARANTEED STEPS TO KEEP THE PEOPLE THAT HELPED BUILD THIS
COMMUNITY RIGHT HERE. THEY ARE UNABLE TO AFFORD THE RENTS OR ARE UNABLE TO
GET INTO THE SENIOR HOUSING IN THEIR VERY OWN NEIGHBORHOOD. SOME OF OUR
GOLDEN RESIDENTS CANNOT PROCURE HOUSING BECAUSE THEY HAVE TOO MUCH INCOME
WHILE OTHERS DO NOT HAVE ENOUGH. SOME OF OUR AGED NEIGHBORS ARE ILL AND/OR
DISABLED AND NEED SOME SORT OF ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY WITHIN THE CONFINES OF
BEDFORD-STUYVESANT. IT IS A TRAVESTY TO HAVE TO MOVE THE SENIORS OUT OF THE
NEIGHBORHOOD THEY HAVE LIVED IN THEIR ENTIRE ADULT LIFE, RAISED THEIR CHILDREN
AND GRANDCHILDREN IN. NOT ONLY ARE THEY STRUGGLING WITH PLACEMENT, BUT ALSO
WITH BEING PREYED UPON BY UNSCRUPULOUS ENTITIES TRYING TO TAKE AWAY THEIR
PROPERTY AND HOLDINGS.

WE NEED FUNDING TO CREATE A FACILITY SPONSORED BY HUD AND DFTA THAT WILL
ALLOW OUR SENIORS TO AGE IN PLACE SAFELY. PERHAPS AN INCENTIVE CAN BE PUT IN



PLACE FOR A DEVELOPER TO CREATE THE BUILDING AND THEN DFTA CAN BE ITS
SPONSORING AGENT.

HOWEVER, OUR ELDERS NEED OUR ASSISTANCE. THERE IS AN INCREASING PERCENTAGE
OF SENIOR CITIZENS LIVING IN POVERTY AND WE NEED TO CONCRETIZED SUPPORTIVE
SERVICES TARGETED SPECIFICALLY FOR THEM. THESE WOULD INCLUDE MEDICAID, SSI,
FOOD STAMPS, HOME DELIVERED MEALS AND THE EVER CRUCIAL HOUSING SUBSIDIES.

INFORMATION IS THE KEY TO BETTER INFORMED DECISIONS. DEFINITIVE STRATEGIC WELL
THOUGHT OUT PLANS SHOULD BE INSTITUTED TO ENSURE THAT OUR OLDER AMERICANS
RECEIVE PERTINENT INFORMATION. THIS DOES NOT HAVE TO ONLY FALL ON THE
MUNICIPALITIES BUT WITH APPROPRIATE TRAINING THE RESPONSIBILITY CAN BE SHARED
WITH COMMUNITY-BASED, FAITH-BASED, RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS, BLOCK ASSOCIATIONS
AND OTHER COMMUNITY ENTITIES TO ADVOCATE ON BEHALF OF THE ELDERLY. KEEP THE
ADVOCATES ABREAST OF NEW AND BENEFICIAL LEGISLATION THAT WILL IMPACT THE
QUALITY OF LIFE FOR OUR SENIORS.

THE SENIOR CITIZEN RENT INCREASE EXEMPTION UNIT MUST CONTINUE TO BE IN PLACE
FOR OUR OLDER CITIZENS. THE PRICE OF RENT HAS SKY-ROCKETED AND THOSE SENIORS
THAT DO NOT OWN THEIR HOMES ARE AT AN IMPASSE AS TO HOW TO AFFORD TO CONTINUE
LIVING IN THEIR RENTAL PROPERTY. INCOME ELIGIBILITY NEEDS TO BE RE-VAMPED, SO
MORE ELDERLY ARE QUALIFIED TO AGE IN PLACE WITHOUT FEAR OF INCREASES THAT WILL
FORCE THEM HAVE TO SEEK SHELTER ELSEWHERE. THE SENIORS DESERVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO REMAIN IN THE COMMUNITY THEY HAVE BUILT, LOVE, HAVE FRIENDS IN
AND RAISED THEIR CHILDREN.

WITH PREDATORY PRACTICES AND TAX LIENS THAT ARE NOT ONLY BASED ON PROPERTY
TAXES BUT THE EVER INCREASING WATER BILLS, OUR SENIOR POPULATION IS BEING
DISPLACED. AS A BASIC QUALITY OF LIFE ISSUE, OLDER NEW YORKERS SHOULD BE
ALLOWED TO REMAIN LIVING IN THEIR HOMES AND COMMUNITIES. TO BE SURROUNDED BY
PEOPLE PLACES AND THINGS THAT ARE FAMILIAR PROMOTES BETTER HEALTH.

PROTECTIVE SERVICES NEED TO BE PROVIDED IN ORDER TO SAFEGUARD SENIORS AGAINST
CRIME AND ABUSE. THERE SHOULD BE TRAINING FOR ALL MUNICIPALITIES TO RECOGNIZE
WHEN THE ELDERLY HAVE BEEN VICTIMIZED, SOMETIMES EVEN BY THEIR FAMILIES. ASSIST
WITH FUEL AND UTILITY COSTS WITH PROGRAMS SUCH AS HEAP AND WEATHERIZATION.

ANOTHER CRUCIAL MATTER WHEN CONSIDERING THE ELDERLY IS MAKING SURE THAT OUR
PUBLIC, PRIVATE AND RECREATIONAL SPACES ARE SENIOR FRIENDLY. THEY SHOULD BE
ABLE TO CONTINUE TO GO OUT AND ENJOY THIS CITY WITHOUT WORRY THAT THEY CANNOT
USE THE STAIRS, (I.E., SUBWAYS), GETTING IN PUBLIC SPACES AND PLACES LIKE THE
THEATRES, RESTAURANTS, HOUSES OF WORSHIP AND THE LIKE.

SOCIAL SERVICES



OUR COMMUNITY CONTINUES TO HAVE AN INFLUX OF TRANSITIONAL HOUSING. THE
PROGRAMS THAT ARE UNDER THE PURVIEW OF THE DEPARTMENT FOR HOMELESS
SERVICES, ARE MONITORED, HOWEVER, THE BULK OF WHAT IS COMING INTO THE
COMMUNITY IS PRIVATELY RUN. THE RESULT OF THIS IS THAT THERE ARE HOUSES THAT
SHELTER MENTALLY DISTURBED PEOPLE, SEXUAL OFFENDERS, SUBSTANCE ABUSERS,
VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND THE LIKE THAT REQUIRE ASSISTANCE TO FIT INTO
THE COMMUNITY. COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE PEOPLE POPULATING THOSE ENTITIES ARE
BECOMING STANDARD. SOME OF THE TRANSPLANTED RESIDENTS ARE VERBALLY ABUSIVE
AND/OR JUST PLAIN INTIMIDATING. PEOPLE HAVE COMPLAINED ABOUT SOME OF THE
PEOPLE ACTUALLY DOING ILLEGAL SUBSTANCES IN PUBLIC. ANY SUCH FACILITY SHOULD
BE EQUIPPED WITH THE APPROPRIATE SUPPORTIVE SERVICES. SURELY, THERE IS
SOMETHING THAT CAN BE DONE TO MONITOR THIS. UPON INQUIRY, WE ARE TOLD THAT
THEY ARE NOT PART OF THE CITY’S SYSTEM, BUT PERHAPS THEY ARE STATE OR FEDERAL.
WITHOUT APPROPRIATE SUPPORT, THERE ARE NEGATIVE BEHAVIORS THAT AFFECT THE
QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ALL OF THE RESIDENTS LIVING IN THE VICINITY. THERE SHOULD BE
PERSONNEL ONSITE TO MAKE SURE THAT ALL SUCH FACILITIES ARE APPROPRIATELY
MONITORED FOR THE RESIDENTS OF THE FACILITY AS WELL AS THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE.
THE EXPLOITIVE PRACTICES NEED TO BE CURTAILED.

WITH THE BEDFORD SHELTER BECOMING AN INTAKE CENTER, THERE WILL BE EVEN MORE
PEOPLE ROAMING THE STREETS WITH NOWHERE TO GO. EVEN THOUGH THE BEDFORD
SHELTER IS NOT IN THIS COMMUNITY BOARD, IT IS SEATED RIGHT ACROSS THE STREET.
THERE IS NO TRANSPORTATION FOR THE CLIENTS TO USE IN CB8, SO THEY MUST COME
THROUGH CB3. WHEN DECISIONS ARE BEING MADE THAT WILL ULTIMATELY IMPACT A
COMMUNITY, THE TAX PAYERS OF THAT AREA SHOULD BE INVOLVED IN THE DECISION
MAKING PROCESS.

THERE ARE ESTABLISHED ENTITIES LIKE HOUSING BRIDGE THAT ARE PART OF THE DHS
SYSTEM AND THEY KEEP PLACING THESE TRANSITIONAL/SUPPORTIVE HOUSES WITHIN A FEW
BLOCKS OF EACH OTHER HERE IN BEDFORD-STUYVESANT. HOW MUCH ARE WE SUPPOSE
TO ABSORB? OUTSIDE OF THE CROWN HEIGHTS SECTION OF BROOKLYN, WE ARE THE
MOST POPULAR FOR THREE-QUARTER/SUPPORTIVE HOUSING. THIS CITY HAS FIVE
BOROUGHS, NOT JUST ONE. WHY NOT SPREAD THIS THROUGHOUT THE CITY AND NOT
CENTRALIZE A SOCIAL PROBLEM IN ONE SMALL AREA.

ADDITIONALLY, IT WOULD BE BENEFICIAL IF ALL SHELTERING PROGRAMS IN THE
COMMUNITY BE LISTED AND GIVEN TO ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE COMMUNITY BOARD SO
THAT WE MAY ALSO HAVE APPROPRIATE INFORMATION THAT WILL ALLOW US TO ALLAY THE
FEARS OF THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITY. IF THESE FACILITIES ARE KNOWN, THE
COMMUNITY WILL ALSO BE ABLE TO BE SUPPORTIVE TO THE RESIDENTS AND MAKE SURE
THAT EVERYONE HAS A SUITABLE QUALITY OF LIFE.

TRANSPORTATION



IN THIS PRESENT CLIMATE OF EXPANSION AND INCREASED DENSITY, COMMUNITY BOARD 3
HAS HAD TO REALLY PROJECT THE FUTURE NEEDS OF THE BEDFORD-STUYVESANT
COMMUNITY. IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE CURRENT STATUS OF OUR DISTRICT, BEGINNING
WITH INFRASTRUCTURE ISSUES, ROADWAYS, VEHICULAR, BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC,
PARKING AND PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ARE NOT GOING TO ACCOMMODATE OUR NEW EVER
EXPANDING NEIGHBORHOOD.

COMMUNITY BOARD 3 HAS HAD NOSTRAND AVENUE IN OUR BUDGET FOR TWO DECADES. IT
WAS BELIEVED THAT WORK WOULD HAVE BEGUN SINCE 2006. WE HAVE NOW BEEN
INCLUDED IN THE 2011 BUDGET. THE NOSTRAND AVENUE ROADBED IS IN SUCH A STATE
OF DISREPAIR THAT IT IS ACTUALLY HAZARDOUS FOR PEDESTRIANS, CYCLISTS, AND
MOTORISTS AS WELL. NOSTRAND AVENUE TRAVERSES FROM NORTH TO SOUTH, FLUSHING
AVENUE TO ATLANTIC AVENUE THE ENTIRE WIDTH OF CD3.

AS OUR COMMUNITY CONTINUES TO BE DEVELOPED FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH, NUMEROUS RESIDENTS, VISITORS AND OTHERS WILL BE UTILIZING
NOSTRAND AVENUE FOR TRAVEL. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THE RECONSTRUCTION OF
NOSTRAND AVENUE (HWK1129) MOVE FORWARD IMMEDIATELY.

THROUGHOUT THE BEDFORD-STUYVESANT COMMUNITY THERE ARE SECONDARY STREETS
THAT MAY NOT NEED INFRASTRUCTURE WORK, BUT DEFINITELY SHOULD BE RESURFACED.
OUR STREETS ARE CONTINUOUSLY BEING DUG UP BY CABLE AND COMMUNICATIONS
COMPANIES, UTILITIES AND THE LIKE. ONCE THE JOB IS DONE, THESE AGENCIES DO NOT
REPAIR THE ROADBED BACK THE WAY IT WAS PRIOR TO THEIR WORKING IN THE AREA. THE
PATCHING OF THE SPOTS WHERE THEY NEEDED TO EXCAVATE IS JUST LIGHTLY COVERED
AND SOON SINKS, CREATING POTHOLES AND DEPRESSIONS. WITH THE ONSET OF THE
WINTER MONTHS, THAT PROBLEM IS EXACERBATED EVEN FURTHER DUE TO ICING
CONDITIONS, SNOW REMOVAL AND SALT RESIDUE. EACH YEAR, THESE PROBLEMS
CONTINUE TO GROW. NOW WE HAVE STREETS THAT ARE TENTING, WATER IS DEEPLY
POOLING IN AREAS, THE STREETS ARE SINKING AND HAVE BEEN THE CAUSE OF ACCIDENTS
WHERE VEHICLES ARE VEERING TO AVOID A DEPRESSION, POTHOLE OR CAVE-IN. SOME OF
THE STREETS THAT NEED RESURFACING ARE QUINCY STREET, MACDONOUGH STREET,
PORTIONS OF DECATUR STREET, HALSEY STREET, PARK AVENUE, GATES AVENUE AND
MORE. OUR NEED IS THAT WHEN WORK IS DONE ON A CITY STREET, CITY INSPECTORS GO
OUT WHEN THE WORK IS COMPLETED TO SEE THAT THE ROAD SURFACE HAS BEEN PUT
BACK TO ITS ORIGINAL STATE.

THE MAYOR’S PLANS FOR THE BUS RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM (BRT) ARE WELL ON THE WAY.
THE B-44 BUS ROUTE HAS BEEN CHOSEN AS THIS COMMUNITY’S EXPRESS ROUTE, SINCE
NOSTRAND AVENUE SPANS THE BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN. THE ROLL-OUT IN BROOKLYN IS
TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR FALL 2011. THE GATEWAY STREETSCAPE, THE
RECONSTRUCTION OF NOSTRAND AVENUE, THE GATEWAY BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT AND BRT NEED TO WORK COLLABORATIVELY TO MAXIMIZE THEIR EFFORTS



RATHER THAN BECOME DESTRUCTIVE FORCES FOR THE WORK THAT WILL BE
ACCOMPLISHED. THE MUNICIPALITIES THAT NEED TO FORMULATE THIS COLLABORATIVE
EFFORT ARE MTA, DOT, AND EDC

ANOTHER CRITICAL PROBLEM WITH OUR ROADWAYS IS THAT THERE IS NO CONSISTENT
ENFORCEMENT FOR BIG RIGS THAT DO NOT RESPECT THE TRUCK ROUTES BUT CONTINUALLY
USE THE RESIDENTIAL STREETS. THESE STREETS ARE NOT CONSTRUCTED TO HANDLE
SUCH HEAVY VEHICLES AND THEY RUIN THE ROADBED, NOT TO MENTION THE VIBRATIONS
FROM THESE HEAVY VEHICLES ALSO COMPROMISE THE FOUNDATION OF OUR HISTORICAL
BUILDING STOCK. OVER TIME, THIS CREATES AN STRUCTURAL DAMAGE ISSUES FOR THE
PROPERTY OWNERS.

TO ACCOMMODATE THE GROWING POPULATION WITHIN THE BORDERS OF COMMUNITY
DISTRICT 3, WE HAVE TAKEN A LOOK AT THE TRAFFIC SIGNALS ALONG FULTON STREET.
OUR STUDY INDICATES THAT WE NEED A LEFT TURN SIGNAL FROM FULTON STREET TO
ALBANY AVENUE, A TURN SIGNAL FROM FULTON STREET TO RALPH AVENUE, AND A LEFT
TURN SIGNAL FROM FULTON STREET TO SCHENECTADY AVENUE. THIS WILL HELP
PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS AND PREVENT COLLISIONS AT THESE INTERSECTIONS. IN
ADDITION, THE SYNCHRONIZATION OF THE TRAFFIC SIGNALS FOR PEDESTRIANS CROSSING
ATLANTIC AVENUE NEEDS TO BE EXTENDED TO AFFORD OUR SENIORS AND PHYSICALLY
CHALLENGED TIME TO COMPLETELY CROSS THE EXPANSE OF THIS STREET. IT IS QUITE
INTIMIDATING FOR THE ELDERLY, ET AL TO BE CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE.

FOR SOME YEARS, WE HAVE BEEN REQUESTING AN ELEVATOR AT THE UTICA AVENUE
STATION. IT IS A MAJOR TRANSPORTATION HUB WITH TWO BUSES (B-25 AND B-46), THE
“A” AND “C” SUBWAY LINES COMING TOGETHER AT FULTON STREET AND UTICA AVENUE.
THE STATION IS EXTREMELY DEEP, AND PRESENTS A HARDSHIP FOR THE PHYSICALLY
CHALLENGED AND THE ELDERLY. THIS IS A MAJOR PRIORITY, AND WE WOULD FUNDING,
PLANNING, AND IMPLEMENTATION IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO
REVISIT THE PLACEMENT OF STREET FURNITURE/BUS SHELTERS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY
DISTRICT.

LEWIS AVENUE HELD A FARMER'S MARKET BETWEEN DECATUR AND MCDONOUGH
STREETS. INITIALLY, IT WAS A NICE ADDITION TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD BUT THE MARKET
HAS NOT COME BACK TO LEWIS AVENUE FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS. IT USED TO BE ACTIVE
DURING THE MONTHS OF JULY THROUGH OCTOBER HOWEVER, THAT HAS NOT HAPPEN YET
AGAIN THIS YEAR. THE FARMER'S MARKET ON MALCOLM X BOULEVARD IS THRIVING
NICELY. IF THERE IS NOT GOING TO BE A FARMER’S MARKET, THE COMMUNITY WOULD LIKE
TO HAVE THE SIGNS TAKEN DOWN IN ORDER TO PROVIDE PARKING TO THE RESIDENTS IN
THE AREA.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT



EVERY COMMUNITY IS MEASURED BY ITS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH.
COMMUNITY DISTRICT 3 IS NO DIFFERENT. THERE ARE PORTIONS OF THIS COMMUNITY
THAT ARE SEVERELY UNDERSERVED AND WE WOULD LIKE TO RECTIFY THAT PROBLEM. AS
BROOKLYN BECOMES MORE DIVERSE, DENSER AND PROSPEROUS, BEDFORD-STUYVESANT IS
DETERMINED TO BE COUNTED IN THE NUMBER. IT IS CRITICAL THAT THE IMPACT OF ANY
PROPOSED CHANGES ADDRESS THE CURRENT CONDITIONS AND NEEDS OF THAT COMMUNITY.

OUR BROWNSTONE HOUSES HAVE BECOME A MUCH SOUGHT AFTER COMMODITY AND AS WE
STRETCH TO ACCOMMODATE OUR GROWTH, THE ENTIRE CATCHMENTS AREA OF BEDFORD-
STUYVESANT MUST BE INCLUDED. IN THE SOUTH EASTERN QUADRANT OF BEDFORD-
STUYVESANT, THERE ARE NEEDS THAT MUST BE MET. THE AREA IS WITHOUT DECENT
COMMERCIAL AMENITIES SUCH AS A SUPERMARKET, BANK, RECREATIONAL AREA FOR
YOUTH, SIT-DOWN EATERIES, CARD SHOPS AND THE LIST GOES ON.

THERE IS A PARCEL OF LAND ON ATLANTIC AVENUE WHICH IS BLOCK 1557, LOT #S
3,4,23,26,28 & 31-37 TOTALING 25,616 SQUARE FEET. GRANTED, THIS PARCEL IS NOT
PARTICULARLY LARGE, HOWEVER, IT IS PERFECT FOR A RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY TO
BENEFIT FROM. IF UTILIZED APPROPRIATELY, THIS PARCEL CAN PROVIDE AFFORDABLE
HOUSING, MUCH NEEDED COMMERCIAL AND/OR RECREATIONAL SPACE, NOT TO MENTION
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.

COMMUNITY BOARD 3 IS A MEMBER OF CIBS, AND FULLY SUPPORTS THIS OUTSTANDING
OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMUNITY GROWTH. ONE OF OUR ROLES OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS
WILL BE TO HELP WITH THE SUSTAINABILITY OF THESE PILOT PROGRAMS AFTER FUNDING
HAS DECREASED.

CONCLUSION

THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO FOSTER A HEALTHY, CLEAN, PROSPEROUS CITY IS TO
PARTNER WITH ITS CITIZENS. BY INCLUDING COMMUNITY BOARD 3 AS PLANS ARE BEING
DECIDED FOR THIS NEIGHBORHOOD, YOU WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF SAMPLING THE
OPINIONS AND NEEDS OF A REPRESENTATION OF THIS GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD. THIS IS
HOW WE WILL BE ABLE TO MEET THE NEEDS AND SATISFY THE BEAT THAT IS BEDFORD-
STUYVESANT. THE RESIDENTS OF THIS WONDERFUL HISTORIC COMMUNITY ARE A PROUD
AND INGENIOUS PEOPLE. WE CONTINUE TO LOBBY THE CITY NOT TO DISCOUNT US BUT TO
DEFEND OUR QUALITY OF LIFE AND THE VERY CONTEXTUAL UNDERPINNING THAT HAS MADE
COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 3 SUCH A HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER PLACE TO BE.

IT IS WONDERFUL WATCHING A PLAN COME TOGETHER. COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 3
CONTINUES TO BE EXCITED AS PLANYC2030 SLOWLY UNVEILS ITSELF. CONSTRUCTIVE
CHANGE THAT ENCOMPASSES ALL OF THE CITY’S INHABITANTS IS TRULY BEAUTIFUL. OUR
COMMUNITY HAS GOTTEN ONBOARD AND EAGERLY AWAITS EACH OPPORTUNITY TO
WITNESS HISTORY IN THE MAKING. THE GREENING OF OUR CITY WITH ITS ECO-FRIENDLY



THEME IS NOT ONLY HEALTHY FOR THE EARTH AND HER INHABITANTS BUT BEAUTIFUL TO
LOOK AT. TOGETHER WITH THE PLANNERS OF THIS CITY, WE LOOK FORWARD TO
ORCHESTRATING THE MOST MAGNIFICENT BEDFORD-STUYVESANT EVER.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

CHAIRPERSON DISTRICT MANAGER



